
JANUARY-FEBRUARY  
2016 

C & W Rustic Hollow Shelter, Inc. 
P.O. Box 67, Nashua, IA 50658-0067   * 641-435-2036 

 

Sanctuary ‘Tails’ & ‘Mews’ 

The dogs have been very happy in their ‘new’ digs. 

And Speaking of Dogs: We lost our very sweet senior 
dog, Angus, when he underwent surgery 
for a cancer on his paw. He had under-
gone surgery for Laryngeal Paralysis be-
fore coming to Rustic Hollow.  No one 
seemed to want an old dog who had spe-
cial feeding needs and other special is-
sues. Then he developed tumors on his 
paw. We put it off as long as we could, 
and finally did what we did not really 
want to do. His surgery went very well. 
He did stop breathing on the table once but the vet and 
staff got him back. He never fully recovered and took his 
last breath in the evening with one of our staff, Cindi 
Werthmuller at his side. He is missed. He was a wonder-
ful dog.  

Our resident dog Chief seemed to do okay for awhile and 
we said we wouldn’t look for a dog…. A dog would find 
us. And that it did. Butler was found on 
a county road by our Vet Assistant, Liz 
Wegner. She took him to her home and 
talked to us about what to do with him. 
And, of course, we said he could come 
here. He was starving, very thin, and 
appears to have been abused.. 

By Carmen Linda Conklin, Co-Founder/Director 

 OK, Here goes. First, a very special Thank You to 
everyone who helped us in 2015 by sponsoring a kitty, 
sending monthly donations, or sending items for our auc-
tions and thrift shop. You are all appreciated. It is because 
of all of you that we are able to continue to do all we do 
for special animals in need. My staff wants to thank Ar-
lene & Jack O-Callaghan for thinking of them with a 
Christmas card and Wal-Mart card for each of them. They 
were very honored. And to everyone who sent cookies/
candy to our staff this Christmas, Thank You: Thanks to 
Lynda/Bob Hembera, Jan L. and Connie Phillis. I think it 
is wonderful of all of you to share with our staff as well 
because they are the true heart of our organization. They 
are the ones who see to the cats daily care and nurturing, 
their medical care and needs, and it is our staff we applaud 
for getting it together and working as a team. Of course, 
the fur residents loved all their toys and gifts as well.  

Upgrades: We have many repairs and upgrades every 
year. This year we were pleased to get new storm doors on 
the Kat Barn entry way; a new room built in The Kat Barn 
for Woody & Alice (see their story later); new siding on 
the outside, insulation and indoor siding and new outdoor 
kennel panels on our rather large dog house. And we were 
able to put a new roof on the dog house and over the out-
door kennels, thanks to a grant from The Miccio Founda-
tion. 

 

 

A Look Back at 2015 & Looking Ahead to a Wonderful New Year in 2016 

In This Issue You Will Read about: Our 2015 Upgrades; Our New Dog;  Our Special Grant and a Special 
Honor; Our Lead in “The Tent City Kitty Rescue”; &  ‘The Wedding of the Year’  at C&W.   

 BEFORE AFTER 
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 OUR GRANT FROM TOM’S OF MAINE 

Out of the blue one day late 2015 I received a phone call 
from a supporter, Ellen Beck. She told me she had submitted 
our organization in a One Way To Help entry in the Tom’s 
of Maine 50 States for Good program. There is only one 
winner in each state. Ellen was hopeful and we were so hon-
ored she entered C & W. The grant was for $20,000 and C & 
W’s Rustic Hollow Shelter was the Iowa winner of this 
grant. Thanks to Ellen and her husband Dave. Here is El-
len’s thank you she announced on Facebook once we were 
allowed to share the new of this wonderful grant. 
“I want to publicly thank Tom's Of Maine for sponsor-
ing  # 50StatesforGood program. Thanks to them, C & W Rus-
tic Hollow Shelter, Nashua, Iowa will be receiving a 
$20,000 check. They do have a public Facebook group page 
located here: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/120675831301272/  

I nominated them knowing the good they do, the spay/neuter 
clinics, the way they treat their cats, its totally amazing. This 
is a cage free, no kill shelter. These special needs cats live 
out their lives surrounded by love in a beautiful place. It was 
just announced, so now I can announce it too. smile emoti-
con http://blog.tomsofmaine.com/index.php/50sfg/  

If YOU want to help this beautiful organization, their page is 
here:http://www.rustichollowshelter.org/  
I am THRILLED to have 'won' by nominating them, but they 
deserve all the kudos. This is my biggest win ever ( you can 
combine all my years of entering contests and never hit this 
amount) but this is by far the one I am most excited about- 
finally a chance to help the 'furs' who without the assistance 
of C&W wouldn’t be alive, wouldn’t have been given a 
chance, wouldn’t have been loved. I may not have a lot of 
money, but I had time, and it was well spent by helping just 
a little those who work tirelessly every single day. “ (Ellen 
Beck) 

Thank You Ellen and David. We can’t thank you enough 
for nominating us. And winning was awesome. We will 
receive the monies sometime in January.. 

TOUCHED BY AN ANIMAL HONORS 

We were also honored in November by the Touched By An 
Animal foundation. They are located in Chicago, Illinois and 
they have a Facebook page as well as a website at: 
www.touchedbyananimal.org. Their mission statement says: 
“Touched By An Animal preserves the nurturing bond be-
tween people and their companion animals by helping the 
Elderly and others maintain this loving relationship and 
providing lifetime homes for cats when needed, in our 
home, where Cats-Are-Purrsons-Too."   

They also annually award an organization they feel is de-
serving of recognition, and in 2015, C & W’s Rustic Hollow 
Shelter was chosen to receive this honor and award. 

We received a certificate for Wanda and I and one for 
the Shelter to display on our walls along with a check 
for $1,000. Thank you to Touched By An Angel 
Foundation for this award and honor. We are hum-
bled and we felt very honored.  

THE ‘TENT CITY KITTY RESCUE’ 
Rustic Hollow tries to always step up and help in 
times of need. Many of our R.H. furs are NOT spon-
sored when they come here, but we try very hard to 
find sponsors for those who arrive in need. This res-
cue is no exception-what we call: Our “Tent City Kit-
ty Rescue.”                                  

 On Monday, December 7th, we received a 
phone call from a Deputy Sheriff in one of our NE 
Iowa counties. The Deputy found us because of one 
of our supporters, Shirley Greenzweig, who had gone 
to her morning Curves class and her instructor & 
friend told her about the situation. Shirley asked if 
they had contacted C & W.   

 The Deputy had discovered a man living in a 
tent in one of their county parks. He had a van and 
between the van and tent, he also had 60 homeless 
cats with him. He had been evicted from his apart-
ment and moved all of his cats to the park in a tent 
and a group in his van. We needed to move fast be-
cause a tent and van is no place for a man or cats.. in 
Iowa...in the WINTER. C &W took the lead and 
committed to taking in 22 cats immediately.  Then I 
began making phone calls and contacting groups that 
might be able to help. By Friday, most of the cats 
were transported to rescue and we had commitment 
for homes for the others. On another day, seven more 
cats arrived at Rustic Hollow. All of these are altered. 
We have found homes for the majority of them. We 
held a special Spay Neuter Clinic to get them altered 
so they could go to homes. The kittens went to Des 
Moines. I called in a favor for two pregnant cats and 
they went to Animal Lifeline in Des Moines. There 
are still ten cats being fostered thanks to Lisa Dock-
stader. The man is still living in his van but does have 
a house to move into when things are all settled. We 
will or may be returning a few of the final cats to 
him, altered of course. We did not post on Facebook 
and I did all of the arrangements via phone and 
email. We don’t want the publicity and he does NOT 
know where the cats are going and that is how it 
needs to be. I would like to thank the Humane Socie-
ty of North Iowa and their volunteers who did several 
transports for us with their van and to all those who 
stepped up and took in one or more kitties. They are 
all  healthy for the most part. They are scared, shy, 
friendly. They had only known one person in all their 
lives. (cont. page 5) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/120675831301272/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/120675831301272/
http://
http://blog.tomsofmaine.com/index.php/50sfg/
http://www.rustichollowshelter.org/


In Memory of my beautiful cat Louie-Dorene Swanson 

In Memory of Celia Pehm, Texas Cat Lover-Pat Dar-
nell 

In Memory of Albert Anderson-Mona Anderson 

In Memory of Chester McBride III who was killed in 
Afghanistan December 2015-Laura, Phyllis Levine and 
the Kids  

In Memory of Cathy Johnson-Marian Johnson 

In Memory of Angus & Lucy, former resident dogs at R. 
H. RIP .and all the special felines who left us in 2015 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rustic Hollow Team Member to Attend 
Supervisor Conference 

 On March 16th, 2016, C & W team member Kei-
sha Stough will be attending a Supervisor Conference 
held in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Keisha has been a Supervisor 
at Rustic Hollow for several years. She is also our Vet 
Tech. The one day conference focuses on management 
skills, communication skills and  much more. Keisha is 
also our Certified Euthanasia Technician, and our Vet 
Tech as well. She wears many hats at Rustic Hollow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keisha working with Kent Melick, DVM, one of our 
shelter veterinarians. 

In Memory of/In Honor of  
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The ones still at R.H. are adjusting very well and en-
joying their new freedom. (and warm home)  

Hoarding is a serious mental illness. Whether it is 
hoarding animals or things. Hoarding consumes all 
available resources of the person’s time, money & 
hoarders isolate themselves from family and friends.
  While it was devastating to have his animals 
taken one by one (or actually more like 20 at a time), I 
applaud Deputy Tammy Cavett for her patience, her 
willingness to help not only the man, but his cats as 
well. She was wonderful to work with. I thank every-
one who helped in any way with this rather major pro-
ject. Taking in 22 cats at once when we already have a 
‘wait list’ for other special needs cats was a huge task. 
Thanks to the Spay Neuter Assistance Program 
(S..N.A.P.) and Jackie Moon for helping with the 
spays and neuters too. And for the kennels. And to the 
Eric Holby Animal Foundation, Sutton Law Office 
(Tammy and Roger) and Helen Melichar for their do-
nations towards this project as well. 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL ONLINE AUCTION 

Our online auction that ended December 4th was an-
other great success. We depend on our online auctions 
to help us fund veterinary care, daily care and special 
food for the furs. We thank each and every one of you 
who bid on our auction and help us raise funds the 
’fun’ way. Thank you to all who donate throughout 
the year with items for our auction. We will hold an-
other one in the spring, so if you have any last year’s 
Christmas gifts  still new in the box.. tucked away in 
your closet; or some old collectibles collecting dust 
you want to part with-we are looking for all sorts of 
items for our spring auction. Thank you to those who 
send handcrafted jewelry, quilts, fan pulls, and more. 
It is appreciated. Check your closets and basements 
and garage for items you can donate to our cause. Any  
good new or used items that can be mailed. 

Memory Walkway: Our ‘Memory Brick’ Fund 
raiser 

In the spring we will be putting together our brick 
Memory Walkway. A supporter, Laurel M donated 
hundreds of bricks and we will insert special ‘in 
memory’ bricks which you can purchase for our new 
walkway for $100. Three lines up to 14 spaces per 
line. We are looking forward to spring already and 
seeing our Memory Walkway become a reality. So 
many of you have already donated towards one or 
more bricks. Thank You So Much. It truly helps us 
raise much needed funds for the special furs at Rustic 
Hollow. I look forward to seeing our memory walk-
way completed this year. Send in your brick donation 



C & W Rustic Hollow Shelter rests on 85 acres of (shelter owned) land in a scenic, peaceful valley, on a 

farm that was originally known as Willow Echo Farm. The over-a-century old farmstead is now under 

guardianship of the sanctuary, and with the heavily wooded setting, the conservation & prairie grasses, 

and two creeks, it is a haven for many birds and wildlife which the felines enjoy watching from their 

outdoor enclosed ’catios’ and playrooms.  C & W is a pleasant get-a-way in summer months and a nice 

place to be ‘inside’ during the cold winter months ‘sitting under furballs.’ At C& W our caregiver employ-
ee team of 10 and a group of dedicated volunteers care for around 340 felines and a couple  rescue 

dogs in six separate sanctuary buildings (all with central air and heat). Our sanctuary offers an 

‘alternative to euthanasia’ for many felines who were at the end of their ‘chance at a lifetime’ without a 
sanctuary to welcome them. We have felines from over 32 states.                                                            

C & W Rustic Hollow Shelter was established in 1985 by the founders, Carmen Linda Conklin and Wan-

da L. Orric. We began with only one building and currently have 6 buildings. C & W is a non profit organ-

ization with 501c(3) tax status (Federal ID Number: 42-1456194). There is someone on-site 24 hours a 

day. C & W is governed by a six member Board of Directors who also volunteer many hours of their time 

to the sanctuary. C & W is officially registered with the state of Iowa as C & W Shelter, Inc. d/b/a C&WS 

Rustic Hollow Shelter.                                                                                                                     

C & W is supported solely by sponsorships of the animals, donations, estate giving, and many fund 

raisers. We receive no city, county, state or federal  monies… We also receive grants and those are 
used for new building projects, rehabilitation of the existing buildings and other remodeling and upgrade 

needs. All monies donated to C & W go directly to the daily care of the felines in residence.                                  

We have a rehoming program and have found homes for hundreds of animals over the past years. None 

of these animals reside at C & W-we simply act as ‘matchmaker’ to help them relocate to a new home. 
We have a Volunteer program, a Sponsorship Program, a Pet Therapy program and C & W operates 

The Scratching Post Thrift ‘n Gift shop, 216 Main Street in Nashua, Iowa. All items for the shop are 
donated and all proceeds go towards veterinary care of the felines. We host spay neuter clinics on site 

monthly partnering with the Spay Neuter Assistance Program of Floyd County (S.N.A.P.) If you would 

like to visit, sponsor one or more of the felines monthly, or make a tax deductible donation, either  mone-

tary or in-kind to the Thrift Shop, it would be purrfectly appreciated! 

P.O. Box 67, Nashua, IA 50658-0067 
 

For mailing packages, please 
send them to: 2443 Akron Way, 

Nashua, IA 50658-9428 

Phone: 641-435-2036 
 

E-mail: cwshelter@wildblue.net 
 

Non profit EIN#: 42-1456194 

C & W’S RUSTIC 

HOLLOW SHELTER INC . 

 

C & W Board of Directors 

Carmen Linda Conklin/Wanda L. Orric  (Co-

Founders/Directors)                             

Pam Chadwick                                                     

 Keisha Stough-Medical  Technician/
Personnel/Supervisor                                                   

       Al Pederson-Community/ Businessman   

Judy Hoy-Personnel                                                              

Assisting the Board of Directors                                                        
Veterinarians:                                                                                            

Kent Melick, D.V.M.  

 Robert ‘Bob’ Ketter, D.V.M.  

C & W Rustic Hollow Shelter 

‘Offering a ‘Chance at a Lifetime’ for  

‘Adoption Challenged’ felines 

 We’re On The Web    
www.rustichollowshelter.org 

I made a Major Faux Pas in the 
last newsletter. I left out one of 
our valued staff team members 
photos!! So here’s ANGELA 
(ANGIE) MINNAERT who is 
a very important Team Mem-
ber at Rustic Hollow. I am so 
very sorry Angie. You were not 
left out deliberately!! Angie is 
pictured with Mr. Tom and is 
caregiver in Bradley’s House.  

Honoring Our Staff                          
on Their Birthdays       

We have monthly or quarterly Potlucks 
to honor our staff who have birthdays in 
those months. It is a good time to get 
together and just relax and enjoy time 
together.                                                         
If you would like to send them a card 
thanking them for their work with the 
Rustic Hollow furs, here are a few up-
coming birthdays. 

December 2015 Birthdays: Angie Min-
naert  (12th), LaRhea Troutner (13th) 
and Amy Riha(17th) 

January 2016 Birthdays: Keisha Stough 
(13th) and volunteer Shirley Greenzweig 
(30th) 

February Birthdays: Chad Rich, our 
weekend warrior (1st) 

March Birthdays: Carmen Linda 
Conklin, Director (5th) and Dr. Bob Ket-
ter, one of our veterinarians (10th) 

April: Wanda Orric, Co-Director (7th), 
Anna Schmitz (17th) 

This is Jorja 

She is looking 
for a monthly 
sponsor. You 
can sponsor a 
kitty at Rustic 
Hollow for $40 
a month. Jorja  
is one of many C & W kitties that 
need a sponsor in 2016.  

You may sign up via our website & 
paypal, or via regular mail.  


