C & W’s Rustic Hollow Shelter, Inc.
P. O. Box 67, Nashua, IA 50658-0067
e-mail: cwshelter@wildblue.net ~ website: www.rustichollowshelter.org
Note: You can view this newsletter in full color on our website. Check it out!

NOVEMBER 2018

November greetings to all of you who have helped make this 2018 a successful year to date. We could not do what we
do without 2 things: A terrific caregiver team and your wonderful donations to help support our work. Whether you
give monetarily, or give your time and visit the cats, or donate to our online auctions-or lend your support in other
ways….. we could NOT do it without you. You are all appreciated, including our Rustic Hollow team. Above you will
see our new logo(s). Our new T-shirts have the one on the left over the front pocket and on the back is the logo on the
right. We have our own on-site artist to thank for designing these for us. Brianna DeVries is one of our caregiver team
members and has also created art on the walls in Sandy’s Kitty Haven and in Bradley’s House as well.

Left: Brianne with Albus and the
painting she did of him on the wall in
Sandy’s Kitty Haven.
Right: Just part of Brianne’s
work day at Rustic Hollow.
You can order a T-shirt with our
new logo. They are $20. Just
message me your size and color
you want. I can also share a color
chart.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! OUR ONLINE AUCTION at www.biddingforgood.com/rustichollowshelter
STARTS Saturday, November 17, 2018 at 8:00 AM Central Time and ends Saturday, December 1, 2018 at 10:00 PM
Central Time. I want to thank everyone who has donated items for this auction. It looks to be one of our best this year.
So please check it out.
In fact, you CAN check it out right now. Just go to the link I posted in the first paragraph and you can preview all the
items on this auction. I am so looking forward to it. On the 17 th, please register to bid and have fun bidding. So...Get
Ready to “Get Your Bid On”. It’s going to be a “Purrfectly Pawsome Auction”!!!!
SO MUCH TO DO...SO LITTLE TIME….
You’ve heard (or probably ‘said’ that phrase yourself) on occasion. Well, this summer and fall have simply sped by us.
Where did the time go? It was a busy summer and fall.
We had a great turn-out for our August open house! It is always good to see new faces and our faithful repeat visitors
too. (Notice I didn’t say OLD faces…)
Our StOPP (Stop Overpopulation Prevention Program) spay neuter clinics had a good summer season and we will
continue in the spring with onsite clinics. During the winter, we continue to offer the program and a participating
veterinarian in New Hampton, Iowa alters the cats for the same low price our clinic offers. Dr. Goetsch has worked
with the spay neuter program for several years and helps us continue the program when we cannot hold clinics at R.
Hollow.

‘TRANSITIONS’ BEGIN for Rustic Hollow
Wanda and I and the Board of Directors at Rustic Hollow are beginning a ‘transitional period’-which will take several years
or more. We are turning over the reigns of the sanctuary and putting it in capable hands. At this time our Supervisors Keisha
Stough and Liz Wegner (also Board Members) are doing Payroll, learning to do the 941’s, do all the hiring of staff and make
all employment decisions. They also help make policies along with other parts of the business side of R. Hollow. They have
taken on the mission and taken on the responsibility so we are assured that if something would happen to both Wanda and I,
Rustic Hollow will continue as strong as ever. Very important steps as Wanda and I become more ‘senior’ citizens every
year. We are working with the board to find a person to Fund Raise; to continue the online auctions; and eventually, I would
like to find a Director who will oversee the shelter, be there to help solve management problems if needed, and someone
who will allow the Supervisors to do their jobs daily without interfering in day to day operations. That is something that is
highly important for Board Members. I withdrew my direct day to day on site work with caregivers and supervisors several
years ago, because it really ‘was’ an interference. I missed going over every day (and being in ‘control’ so to speak) but at
the same time, I needed them to grow more independent of us every day. And that they have done. Now, that does NOT
mean that I am not in daily touch with what is going on. Keisha and Liz keep me informed of everything… problems, new
staff, positive things employees are doing.-on a daily basis. And I still here to help them solve any problems they are not
certain how to proceed with. That is what a Director does. That is someone I am looking for in the future.
And, we have a solid ‘core’ group of caregivers right now and I want that core to remain strong, because the staff that
develop a strong bond with the cats and understand our mission and want to see it continue, are the caregivers that will be a
very important part of the future of Rustic Hollow. Their ability to work with our supervisors on all things necessary for the
animals well being is highly valued and expected. We will not veer from our mission in the future and I expect our team and
several of our long term staff to work together towards this future goal. There are always going to be turn-overs in staff, but
the developing core group is strong and I am proud of our overall caregiver team.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
Leave a Legacy
When you are planning your will, remember Rustic Hollow Shelter as a beneficiary, Or as a Life Insurance policy
beneficiary. Keep you will up to date over the years and be sure you have included provisions for permanent care of your
companion animals care as well. Rustic Hollow has several future estates that will help tremendously with the future
funding. However, day to day and year to year, we still need your help financially.
Sponsor a Cat for $40 a month; Donate monthly towards Veterinary Bills, or General Care of the Felines; Donate items to
our online auctions.
And Speaking of Transitions…
The Scratching Post, 216 Main Street, Nashua, Iowa IS NO LONGER Taking in Garage Sale Leftovers or
household miscellaneous for the thrift shop.
Part of our transitioning is to move our online auction set-up out to a room in Bradley’s House upper level. After the Spring 2019 online
auction we will be moving all of our office from the thrift shop and closing the shop permanently. We will be having 50% Off sales and
more % off as the year progresses. The shop is mainly only used now to do our auction photos and store things for auction. We now have
a room available in Bradley’s House to move everything out and then we can eventually sell the building.
Right now if you are in our area, the shop is only open on Wednesdays from 10AM-4:30PM as long as the weather is good. We are
sometimes in the shop at other times working on our auction but we will be selling the building and doing everything from the shelter
now.
But We ARE STILL TAKING ITEMS FOR OUR ONLINE AUCTIONS
These need to be in good condition and not so large they can’t be mailed.
What we Need for our online auctions:
NEW GIFT ITEMS in original boxes
HAND CRAFTED ITEMS, i.e. Quilts, Greeting Cards, Hand painted, etc.
ART: New oils/watercolor paintings; signed and numbered prints, antique pictures
QUILTS: Antique/Vintage quilts; New or gently used; Hand crafted Quilts all sizes
COLLECTIBLES: Vintage and Antique Items of all kinds
JEWELRY: New; Handcrafted; Vintage; Costume; Antique Jewelry
HANDBAGS: Name Brand, i.e. Laurel Burch, etc. (new or gently used)
ITEMS FOR THE HOME & GARDEN: New or gently used or vintage or antique items
PET ITEMS: For cats or dogs (New preferred or very gently used)
CLOTHING: Only clothing that is NEW or worn only a few time-shirts/jackets/etc
FOOTWEAR: New shoes or Slippers and NEW Cat Socks
AUTOGRAPHED MEMORABILIA or other Memorabilia
GIFT CERTIFICATES: From major companies with stores/restaurants across the U.S. or online;
overnight or weekend packages at hotels/motels/ etc.; Amazon gift certificates; Visa/mastercard, Petco gift cards, etc.
BOOKS: Vintage books: Children’s/Adult; New books; Very gently used books of all kinds (pet stories, antique or collectible etc);
Collectible Comics; or gift certificates i.e. Barnes & Noble; autographed books; Children’s books (collectibles etc)

STUFFED ANIMALS; NEW preferred or very clean; collectibles and vintage

SPRING AUCTION 2019
PLEASE Let me know via email or Facebook message if you have items to donate to our Spring 2019 auction. Your donations are
appreciated and our auctions are a huge part of our fund raising $$$$

KITTY ‘TAILS’
The Story of an FIV+ Kitty – Roscoe
While we have some FIV+ kitties that are very friendly, over the past few years we have seen how many rescue
groups are adopting out FIV+ cats and we started reserving our intake for FIV cats for those with either behavioral
issues or who were feral or not social enough for adoption.
Many groups are also adopting out FeLV+ cats now but it is slow going and many in rural areas do not have any luck
with the FeLV+ OR FIV+ cats. So we help them out when we can and try to encourage people to consider keeping a
positive cat, especially the very friendly ones who are oh, so adoptable. Here is the story of one kitty who I had the
opportunity to talk to his purrson and she was encouraged to keep him.
Roscoe’s Story: I don’t remember my early years-I was an outdoor cat and loved to explore the neighborhood and
cornfield across the street. A few years ago I was hunting for mice and got lost. No one saw me for a long time and I
got too weak to make it back home.
A young man was walking by and saw me. He thought I was a goner, but I just had enough strength to let out a faint
meow. He wrapped me up in his coat and took me to the vet. I was too weak to eat, but had no broken bones, and the
man’s mom said she would pay the vet to help me get better. She looked for my owner, but no one came to claim me.
Then I found out I was FIV positive, but the mom took me back to her home anyway and I got my own bedroom.
Meanwhile, I made friends with the other cats in the house, Max and MiuMiu. They wanted to play with me, so I got
to come out and be part of the family. There were two puppies that were chasing the cats, so I stepped in and put a
stop to that. Now, 5 years later, I just hang out, and take lots of naps. Life is good. Roscoe
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rustic Hollow’s Roscoe (pictured on the right)- Our R. Hollow Roscoe came to us as a double positive
cat this year and is doing well at Rustic Hollow.

MEET MORE R. H. Kitties

GIZMO
We have several Gizmo kitties at Rustic Hollow. This little guy is here because he can’t
break a particular behavior pattern but he says his ‘purrsonality’ makes up for that….and, he
is one of the favorites….aren’t they all?

CERNA (pronounced ‘Cheer-na’)
CERNA was deemed feral/scared by his rescuers and they were unable to take him
into their home. If anyone visited Bradley’s House in the last few months you would
hear Cerna loudly talking and running wildly around and around…..running out the
door into the main area and running wildly around more. Our Supervisors/Vet Techs
Keisha and Liz brought it to our attention that they thought he needed a lot of laps
and more personal attention and that he would be good in our home with Wanda and
I. At which point, I said, ‘Heck, NO!’ because I’d seen Cerna ‘in action’ more than
once and had not seen what they had observed. We said we’d definitely give it a try.
In the photo Cerna is soooo happy. It was his first night in our home and while he is
shy, he also is very needy. I applaud them for realizing that Cerna’s ‘wild streak’ really was more of a ‘needy streak’
and asking us to give him a try in our home. While he IS a high energy cat, he is also a permanent LAP cat if you sit
down. He loves coffee time in the mornings when we sit in our sun room under cats. He gets along great with our
senior gang and he is definitely ‘home’ at Rustic Hollow now.

GRIZELDA, the Grey Lady of Grinnell
Grizelda came to us because her rescuer, who has FIV+ cats and other rescues, could not
find a place for her. She is almost one year old and tested double positive for both Feline
Leukemia and Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). She was tested twice and because
she is a true feral kitty, there was no hope for adoption for her. She is doing good with us
and I think, with great patience and care from her caregivers, she ‘may’ learn to trust us
more in time.
Miss Lily and her ‘Trio’

Miss Lily came to our shelter because someone dropped
her out near the road. She was basically a kitten herself
and she was very pregnant. It took three days for her to
trust me so I could catch her. She was not healthy
enough to spay and too far along to consider it too.
Now, most of you have heard me say ‘we do not take in
any kittens.’ There are exceptions to every rule, and
Miss Lily and her three babies were one of the
exceptions. Her kittens are growing up fast and are
doing good. They all pretty much look like the one on
the right and it is nearly impossible to get all three in
one photo. Miss Lily was rescued July 28, 2018.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We Welcome New Board members
We would like to welcome Jack & Arlene O’Callaghan to our Board of Directors. They have been faithful supporters and
we welcome them to our board.
Arlene was well established in animal rescue in the mid-sixties as a founding member of a group in Evanston, Illinois,
working with the local city shelter. She had her own animal group at home with five cats, two dogs, a hamster and a guinea
pig. Later, as a single parent of one daughter, she was an events planner for Avon and was involved with animal rights work
and participated in educational programs for high school students.
Jack was a single parent of three sons (and a dog and two cats) with a career as an engineer for Bell & Howell.
When all the children were out of high school, they married and got seriously involved in animal rescue again. For one
group there was grant writing, for another, they were the transporters for a TNR group doing feral cats in a Chicago suburb.
Trappers caught the cats, Arlene and Jack got them to the downtown facility of Anti-Cruelty in the early morning (rush hour
traffic), and then picked them up in the afternoon. After purchasing a retirement home in Galena, Arlene was on the board
of the local rescue group and her experience in event planning was put to good use starting an annual fund-raising dinner
that eventually led to a “brick-and-mortar” shelter. It was through the TNR work in the Chicago area that they became
acquainted with C & W’s Rustic Hollow Shelter, when one feral colony caretaker was moving to a nursing home and
wanted to find a home for her favorite feral cat. Somehow the family of the caretaker heard about Rustic Hollow, and a
little research set up the move where two cats went to Nashua, and one kitten went to Arlene and Jack (still there). That
family became a long-time donor to Rustic Hollow.
As they became more familiar with Rustic Hollow, their enthusiasm increased and they became supporters of Rustic Hollow
and spread the word among people who loved their cat but could no longer take care of them.
Arlene and Jack are honored to have been asked to join the board and will help in whatever way they can. Their experience
with Rustic Hollow has shown it to be one of the best run rescue groups they have encountered. Happy cats, happy staff,
and good directors.

More Kitty Tails...
DWIGHT
Another special kitty at Rustic Hollow is Dwight. He is a very feral kitty who is FIV+ so his rescuer did not want to put him
back outside because it is preferable for an FIV+ cat to have an indoor home since their immune system can be more easily
compromised with illnesses. But, since Dwight was feral, they were at a loss to help him after he was trapped and neutered.
Dwight is a resident in Apollo’s House and about 6 months after he came they could not find him in Apollo’s. It was
determined that Dwight was the other feral tabby and white cat from Apollo’s that had passed away that month. I contacted
his rescuers and let them know. I happened to be in Apollo’s the next week and saw a drawer in the bathroom was pushed
out a little. I pulled it out further and guess who I saw? You got it….DWIGHT hiding from us in his safe place.
So now I had to tell his rescuer that he was ‘resurrected’ and alive and doing well. I was a bit embarrassed, but….stuff
happens. Anyway, this year Dwight is staying out more and letting his caregiver get a bit closer to him all the time. He is
definitely still feral, but he ‘is’ trusting and content in his new home at Rustic Hollow. And, again,
we do prefer taking in the semi/feral positive cats
so they have a chance to live out their lives safely
and cage free. We do have cats who are FIV+
who are friendly and would be adoptable except
many have other issues as well that make them a
bit adoption challenged as well.

ROGUE & SKEETER
These two beauties have blossomed at Rustic Hollow. They came to R. Hollow when their guardian could no longer care for
them and they were both very ‘skittish’ cats so they did not want to try and adopt them out. They wanted a safe place the
kitties could spend the rest of their lives together without having to worry that they would be split up or would not adapt.
They have really blossomed at Rustic Hollow and are very content in their home with us and their caregivers. At first, they
spent their time hiding, but with patience and time…..

<< Rogue’s first
few months
Rogue today
>>>

Skeeter 2018

In Memory Of /In Honor Of
In Memory of sweet gentle Georgie No-ups who at the age of 18 years peacefully crossed over the Rainbow Bridge-Sharon Winberg
In Honor of our friend Chevy Carper-SCAT, Inc.
In Memory of Keyko, Coco & Dusty-Terry Ross
In Memory of Sophia-Jack & Arlene O’Callaghan
In Memory of my Precious Hannah who passed away June 25 2018. Hannah always gave love and her spirited attitude always brought a
smile-Laurel Kruizenga
In Honor of Miss Alice & Woody-Judith Snider
In Memory of Fuzzy Thistle-He would have been 21 in October-April Osness
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MEMORY BRICKS
We have a Memory Brick Walkway which we
will continue to expand and hope to one day
have a small gazebo area with a bench where
visitors and volunteers can relax and enjoy the
peaceful and quiet Rustic Hollow nature at the
end of our walkway.
Bricks are $100 and you have 3 lines-20
spaces per line. If you want a paw logo or
heart logo, that cuts the spaces per line to 14-15.
Please print the information as you want it to read on the brick.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peaches
Sammy
Eddy

Goldie

Blaze

Macy
Gizmo

Richochet
Photo Above is Richochet who
was shot in the leg with an arrow
and came to us in rough shape.
He also has had his ear removed
by our veterinarian recently too. Bix
He is safe now at R. Hollow.

Marigold
Cosmos

Marigold &
Cosmos

Roman
‘selfie’

Binx

