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We are looking forward to this new year of 2020...it’s hopes and promises for the future. We look back on 2019, a good
year for Rustic Hollow...and we know we couldn’t have done it without your help. Your donations and sponsorship in 2019
helped save the lives of many felines who come to us with no place else to go, no more hope of a future-and you help us
give them that ‘chance at a lifetime’. Your donations make it possible for the special needs felines that call Rustic Hollow
their furever home to continue to have the highest quality of daily and medical care they so deserve. Kitties like Maxine,
Roxanne, Uncle and Dexter. Maxine, Roxanne, Uncle and Pawpaw are rescues from a kill humane society we have
partnered with this past year and a half. They are striving to save more of the special needs felines
and they look to us for help with that.
Maxine
Much was accomplished this past year with your help. You have supported us by: Helping us
make the much needed upgrades and repairs that go beyond our budgets; donating food when we
our food was nearly depleted; you have helped us with projects that needed done that were not
planned in our budget; you have helped us in emergency situations; and you have donated from
your heart. Whether you donated $1 or $500 or $1000 and more, we ask you to please continue
helping us in 2020.
I personally looked forward to 2020 as I believe it has a lot of possibilities and positive
experiences and outcomes. I have always believed in what we do at Rustic Hollow, since we
started in 1985. We’ve come such a long way since then and currently care for 282 very special
felines in five cage free sanctuary buildings.
About 3 years ago we started working with our board on ‘transitional phases’. Wanda and I are senior citizens and in our
young 70’s. We know the future of Rustic Hollow depends on transitioning leadership, finding a
strong group to lead and continue our work. We have transitioned over all payroll work to our key
staff member Keisha Stough who works with our accountant for record keeping.
We slowly are transitioning many things but one of the things that remains constant is YOU. Your
support of our work is priceless. Our current board of directors also has support from a financial
planner, a supportive lawyer and someone with great enthusiasm for fund raisers. Just need a grant
writer for the future.
C & W’s Rustic Hollow receives no city, state, county or federal funds. We exist because of your
sponsorship's, your donations, your year end gifts, as well as estate giving, grants, and MANY fund
raisers. This year we are building on our monthly fund raisers as they do give us a really good Roxanne
monthly $$$ boost. Thanks to board member Jennifer Biby, she has been a huge part of our fund raising efforts each month.
Watch for her promotions on our Rustic Hollow Facebook page this year.
Running our sanctuary costs from $8,500-$10,000 per month. So you see our need for fund raisers, grants for various
programs, general support, and….for your donations, large or small to secure our future.
One of the transitions we had talked to with our board was that when Wanda and I are no longer
on site, someone needs to live in our home and be the senior hospice house. However, recently over
coffee, where many of our good ideas come from, Wanda and I had another brainstorm. “Why wait
til we are gone to have someone live on the property.” We recently updated Apollo’s House and had
decided we would make a senior cat center there. Well, currently all the senior cats live with us so
we are the Senior Kit’izen Center right now. So we offered a ‘live-in’ opportunity for one of our
caregivers who has stepped up 100% these past 6 months and has been Keisha’s ‘right hand
assistant’. She had been trying to secure an apartment in a nearby town and we gave her the chance
to stay on site where she truly loves to be. I know many of you have met Brandy, who gives all the
tours and meets and greets visitors and kitties when they are transported here. She also does daily
cleaning, and is assisting Keisha (our Supervisor and Vet Tech) with all meds and is in charge of
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meds on weekends. She also does errands and is our staff’s ‘go-to’ person. She moved in just before Thanksgiving and we
feel it is truly a ‘win-win’ situation to have someone actually on the sanctuary side of the creek...someone besides Wanda
and I who are here 24/7 too.
Now, remember I mentioned the senior cats living in Apollo’s. As we get a new senior cat in the future that may have lost
their person and is more dependent on living with someone, Brandy has agreed that there will be room for a few senior
kitties there with her. They would have full-time love and a home much like they were used to before. There is a senior dog
living with her and there will be one senior cat with her too.
Our Caregivers/January Fund Raiser
We always seem to have an amazing caregiver team at Rustic Hollow. There are always new faces among the staff and we
truly appreciate each and every one of them for their caring and cleaning and diligence to the cats in their care. Some come,
stay for awhile, and move on. Others ‘stick’ and make up a great core team. And they bravely volunteered to be a part of our
‘Ice Bucket’ challenge this year. The end of January is the last day for donations. That last weekend in January, weather
permitting, Jennifer Biby will be here. She was instrumental in talking our staff into joining the challenge again this year
and help raise funds for the felines in their care. She is also a part of the challenge and is ready for her ‘bucket of ice water’
too. There is STILL time to send your donation for our January ice bucket challenge. The team member with the most
donations will receive a $50 gift for their participation. So get your donation in soon. Be sure to note whose age you are
matching. Here are the names and ages of those ready for the challenge:
Brandy 31; Gina 50; Brody 14; Preston 22; Izabelle 19; Hannah 18; Faith 18; Jennifer 38; Angela 40. You can match one or
more of their ages in $$$ or add up their ages and donate $250 or double that donation to $500.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------And here we go!
Our 2020 CHALLENGE to our supporters

Here is our 2020 Challenge to each of you
* We are asking 100 people to donate $10 a WEEK each month for the whole year 2020
* We are asking for 75 people this year who are willing to donate $25 a WEEK for the year 2020.
* We need 70 people to donate $35 EACH WEEK for the year 2020.
We are asking each of you to take up our challenge. You can pay weekly through our paypal addy which is:
cwshelter@wildblue.net or monthly by check.
If you would like to help with this challenge but want to choose another
amount you would be willing to donate weekly: _____ $5 per week; ___ $20.00 per week; $_____ Other amount.
Please let us know which of these challenges you can help us with. And whatever you can give this year will help us
tremendously in caring for the 282 felines in residence and helping us with their medical care, dentals, surgeries and more.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DECEMBER Fund Raiser
Our December fund raiser was on our Rustic Hollow Shelter and C & W Rustic Hollow Shelter Fan page on
FACEBOOK. Some of you are not on Facebook but you can always send donations to the cats any day, week or month of
the year. Our 25 days of Christmas featured 25 of our special Rustic Hollow cats. For our ‘25 Days of Christmas Wishes’,
our staff and leaders posted one cat a day for the month of December and each cat had a request for something on their
‘Wish List’ for Santa Paws to bring them. The cats all claimed to have been really good all year….but their caregivers
know who’s been naughty and who’ been nice. We were blessed by so many of you who played ‘Santa Paws’ and made their
December special. We are so thankful for everyone who sent special treats,
PRINCE
toys, food and supplies to the felines in residence at Rustic Hollow.
PRINCE was our December 1st Rustic Hollow celeb-He was abandoned
on our sanctuary property, a scared and very sad kitty. We took him in and
he was altered, vaccinated and given a lot of TLC and he grew to be a very
handsome guy. Prince says he is so happy to be safe again at Rustic Hollow
and he would be so proud to get a LOT of treats and catnip toys for his kitty
pals. You can see some of our items on our Amazon Wish List to give you
some ideas. https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/VZU5Y6LKQ17U?

MORE ‘Fun’d Raisers for the year
February
We have a ‘Fun’ ‘Fun’draiser for you this February
Help Fill Our Valentine Tree
Remember a special pet or person on our ‘Valentines Tree.’ It is bare and
waiting for you to fill it with hearts. On each heart we will place the name of
the person or pet you wish to honor or remember and your name will also be
on the heart.
Honor your pet or a person in your life for only $10 per honoree.
Your gift will help fill our tree with hearts and help with medical care for
many felines at Rustic Hollow.
For $20 (each) we will not only place a heart on our Valentine Tree, we will
send a Valentine to the person you are honoring. So be sure to have mailing
addresses for any valentines you would like sent out. And the name’s of the
pet(s) or persons you are honoring.
Send as many as you wish for just $10 per person or pet... We want to fill our tree(s) this Valentine’s Day. LAST year it
took THREE Trees to get all of your Valentine honorees on.
So start sending your Valentine info to us so we can start decorating our trees and sending out valentines to anyone you
wish us to send them too. Let’s fill those trees!
March Madness
Watch for our “March Madness Birthday $$CASH$$ fund raiser the month of March. You will be able to match the ages
of our staff, our Directors, our Board members, and who knows what else our group will create for you to match in $$$.
Perhaps even the number of years Rustic Hollow has been in existence (35 years) or heaven forbid, the age of the directors
now!! We always need all of your help with our fund raisers. They are ‘fun’ for us and keeps us in touch with everyone.
In the meantime, while all of the fund raisers are going on, Carmen is busy writing grants as their deadlines come due
monthly or quarterly. Grants are also a part of the support of our work each year, but grants are few and far between and
there is great competition for them. Also, if you have experience writing grants for animals or know someone who does,
we’d like to hear from them. We will need a grant writer in the future and would love to have it come from our own family
of supporters.
April/May
We will have our April Fool’s fund raiser (you’ll have to wait to
find out). In May our “Sponsor a Spay for Mother’s Day”
fundraiser is truly important as our StOPP (Stopp Overpopulation
Prevention Program) low cost spay neuter clinics run throughout the
summer and continue in the winter months at a veterinarian’s clinic.
We have altered over 4000 cats and over 250 dogs in the last few
years through our on site clinics and at participating veterinarians in
the area. We alter all feral, stray, barn cats and companion animals.
This is one of our most important programs that we always need
help funding. It costs us around $2-3,000.00 per month to run our
clinics figuring in all clinic and surgery supplies. Part of that is
funded by our clients, according to what they can pay. We also do a
lot of free spay and neuters working with hoarding cases, etc.

Thank You to Judi Nelson and the Select Charity Horse Association
Each fall The Select Charity Horse Association run by one of our own volunteers, Judi Nelson, supports local area
charities and Rustic Hollow is fortunate to have been chosen to be a recipient these last few years. We want to thank Judi for
all she does for our StOPP clinics as secretary and front clinic helper as well as for her work with the fall horse show. It is a
great benefit to the charities she works with.

Aspen’s story
Aspen came to the sanctuary back in 2017 after she was found
wandering North Carolina with a severed tail. She had to have two
surgeries done to fix not only her missing tail but her prolapsed
rectum as well. Even after the surgeries, Aspen
continued to have uncontrollable bathroom
Obi
issues to the point no one wanted to adopt her
because of it. She came to Rustic Hollow
where she was welcomed with open arms. In
spite of all Aspen went through she is loving
and trusting. We thank her rescuers for giving
her a chance at a lifetime with us.

ASPEN

Obi, aka Obi Wan Kenobi. Obi has some bladder issues and litter box aversion. His family
made a very difficult decision and decided to reach out to Rustic Hollow for help where Obi
was welcomed with open arms. Obi is a content and confident cat with us now. He can be
found usually sleeping or chasing a favorite care-taker around and at Rustic Hollow and he
knows he is loved and cherished.

In Memory/In Honor Of
In Fond Memory of Miss Alice – Judith Snider
In Memory of Iris and Spike, for who you took such loving care until their deaths in 2004 and 2005 - Marge Murray
In Memory of my Mother, Helen Perrance - Rene Perrance
In Memory of Sweet Alice as a secret gift for Sunshine Secret Pal Mary Ellenwood (Alice’s first SCAT foster) -Secret Pal
In Loving Memory of my favorite Stinkbug OMG (Old Man Grey)...thank you for helping me help him- Michelle Mucha
In Memory of Tippy Patchen- Vicki & David Holmstrom
In Memory of my cat Hernee-Yolanda Van Ausdall
In Memory of Cathy Johnson-Marian E. Johnson
In Honor of Pumpkin- Ellen Cathcart
In Honor of Blackie-Several years ago you took in a semi-feral FIV+ cat named Blackie. My friend Kelley drove Blackie to
your sanctuary. She went on a tour and was amazed by the love and compassion shown to your cats. I donated to you each
year because you gave Blackie a forever home-Shane Johnson
In Memory Of Keyko-Gary & Susan Speicher
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Wish List:
We are always looking for much needed items. Here are a few that are higher priority:
* Stamps for mailings (books of stamps, rolls of stamps-this helps us out so very much in our mailings. Your donation of
stamps this last year sailed us through a lot of mailings!! Stamps are so appreciated. We are slowly working on transitioning
to direct mail marketing, but there is a lot to the application and transitioning. So for right now, with your donations, our
great volunteer team gets to get together and have a fun time putting the newsletters together and in the mail...and going for
lunch!
* IAMS dry adult cat food.
* Volunteers: Bring a book and sit awhile and read to the cats at Rustic Hollow. This year we want people to come and
spend time with the felines, grooming, sitting under them and yes….reading to them. We are in need of a few children’s
books or cat books to read to the cats. They love it! So if you are close to our sanctuary, or just want to come visit for a day,
let us know and we’ll sign you up on our volunteer list.
*Items needed for our online auction: We are having a LARGE SUMMER auction in July and we need LOTS of new and
gently used items for this auction. Some things we need for our auction: How about those Christmas gifts you found in your
closet this year still in the box that didn’t get returned-send them to us; New Gift Items; Cat Related Items; Handbags (New
or near new); Collector Items; Antiques; Vintage Jewelry; Hand crafted items; and MORE. Please email us if you have
items to donate to our 2020 auctions.
** You can find a longer listing of auction items wanted on our website (www.rustichollowshelter.org) under “How You Can
Help”.

** You will also find a Wish List of Supplies and more on the same web page. Check it out!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------So, here I am, launching our 2020 fund raising campaigns…. Again asking for your help. Our goal is to continue helping
special needs felines and to continue to offer our StOPP (Stop Overpopulation Prevention Program) low cost spay/neuter
clinics 12 months of the year. All of this takes a great deal of compassion from our staff, and a lot of fund raising $$$ as
well.
Our Goal
Our goal right now is to raise $50,000, which is only one-third of what we need to be able to provide, food, temperature
controlled shelter, litter and high quality daily care of the cats in residence.
Please help us by donating, sponsoring, contributing to our fund raisers and donating items or supplies for the cats or their
staff is always appreciated too.
We simply cannot do it without each of your help. Your support will make a real and lasting impact on the lives of many
cats who are still in need of our help. Your support is so needed and so appreciated.
To make a donation to our 501(c)(3) charity (EIN#42-1456194) you may go to our website at www.rustichollowshelter.org
and make a donation of any amount on our ‘How You can Help’ page; you may also donate via our paypal account. Our
paypal addy is: cwshelter@wildblue.net.
Thank you for our continued support and friendship. We all wish you a renewed and wonderful new year of 2020...a new
decade. A new beginning….
Share this with a friend who loves animals as much as you do. Help us grow our membership and support team.
Thank you for being on our Rustic Hollow team.
With gratitude,
Carmen and Wanda and the Rustic Hollow Board of Directors and caregivers
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Butler

Lucy aka
Nepotese
Blaze aka
Potato

The top left two pics are just some of the many items donated to
the felines in our 25 Days of Christmas Wishes. Thank you so much
everyone who donated. It is really appreciated.
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Mokey

Purdy

Roman
Princess
Pyewacket
Obi, Prince, Romeo
CeCe, Roman and
Scooter (eating)

Sienna
Spyder

Rogue
Dinnozo

